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a climate and a people where my lot has unfortunately-placed me. If I recover my health and spirits, they shall be at the service of my friends, to employ as they think proper, and as occasions allow. If not, the honest comforts of a private life shall be my determination, as they have long been my wish. But whichever may be the case, my best offices in public, or my best wishes in private life, shall never be wanting to convince you of those sentiments of friendship and esteem, with which I am, and shall always be, most truly and faithfully yours,
CHESTEEFIELD.
When you have an opportunity, pray make the proper compliments for me to his Royal Highness.
Spa, August 1, N.S 1743.
DEA& LYTTELTON,
I CAN return you little from hence, but my thanks for your letter, this place furnishing nothing worth either writing or reading. But I must do it the justice to say, that it furnishes health; and I am so much the better for it, that I will not abuse it, as I justly could in all other respects. I shall leave it in about a week, to go and be baked a little by the sun of Provence and Languedoc, from whence I expect the confirmation at least, if not the increase of the health I have got here. I am only apprehensive of being obliged to stop short, and turn homewards, for the rumours of war are so strong, and the motions of France so extensive, that I can't help thinking that the Cardinal * is at last either tempted by the opportunity, or impor-
* Fleury, then Prime Minister.